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Plan	for	
Today

•High	School	Basics

•Graduation	Plans,	Endorsements,	&	Distinctions	
(HB5)-What	does	is	all	mean

•EOC	testing	and	graduation

•Pre-registration-Planning
•El	Paso	High	and	transition

•Meet	counselor	(question	and	answer)



Why	are	we	talking	about	
High	School	now?



Spanish	1

Spanish	2

Pre-AP	Spanish	3

AP	Spanish	4

PE	Foundations	(0.5	credits)

Keyboarding	(elective)

Pre-AP	Algebra

Technology	Courses	(electives)

Public	Speaking	(Elective.	Does	not	count	for	speech)

8th grade	students	are	already	
taking	high	school	courses

These	courses	
count	as	part	of	
your	child’s	high	
school	transcript,	

high	school	ranking	
and	high	school	

GPA



High	School	Credit	
“The	Basics”

• All	classes	earn	.5	credit	per	semester

• A	course	usually	has	related	parts	for	each	semester	

(example:	Algebra	1A	and1B)

• Grades:
• 10%	is	final	exam

• To	earn	course	credit:	must	have	70%	grade	or	higher



Types	of	High	School	Courses
• General

• Pre-Advanced	Placement	(P-AP)

• Advanced	Placement	(AP)	

• Nationally-recognized	College	Prep	Courses

• Earn	college	credit	with	passing	scores	on	AP	exams

• Dual	Credit	(DC)	/Dual	Enrollment	(DE)

• Community	College	Courses

• University	of	Texas	at	Austin	“OnRamps”	Dual	Enrollment

• Dual	Language	or	Magnet-Specific	Local	Courses



Foundation	High	School	Program
Distinguished	Achievement	

26	Required	Credits as	per	T.E.A.

Subject No. of	Credits	
Required

English 4

Math 4

Science 4

Social	Studies 3

Foreign Language 2

Physical	Educations 1

Fine	Arts 1

Technology 1

Speech .5

Health .5

Endorsements	and	Electives 4.5	+

•El	Paso	High	is	on								
BLOCKED	SCHEULING

•Students	will	graduate	with	
at	least	32	credits

•The	+6	credits	are	also	
elective	choices	such	as:
• Required	magnet	programs	
courses

• Endorsement	requirements
• Major	Sports
• More	then	1	Yr.	Fine	Arts



Performance	
Acknowledgments	- Gold	Star

• Each	Endorsement	has	specific	criteria

• Performance	Acknowledgements	appear	on	a	
students	final	official	transcript



Endorsements	&	HB5

Please	see	program



End	of	Course	STAAR	Exams
Students	must	pass	FIVE STAAR	End	of	Course	(EOC)	

Exams	to	Graduate	

Algebra	1	(8th or	9th	grade)
English	1	(9th grade)
Biology	(9th grade)

English	2	(10th grade)
US	History	(11th Grade)



Pre-AP	or	Regular?
•Students	should	enroll	in	Pre-AP	or	AP	if	:

• One	or	more	years	commended	(Level	3)	on	STARR	in	that	subject	
between	6-7th grade	,	or

• Previous	Pre-AP	or	GT		in	that	subject



How	to	Navigate	the	
Pre-Registration	Card



How	to	Navigate	the	
Pre-Registration	Card



How	to	Navigate	the	
Pre-Registration	Card



How	to	Navigate	the	
Pre-Registration	Card



Sample	9th Grade	Schedule
Grade	9
Pre-AP	English
Pre-AP	Geometry
Pre-AP Biology
PAP	W.	Geography
Spanish	(PAP	5)
DC	Speech/Health
Principles	of	Engineering
Elective:

Grade	9	
Dual	Language	/	STEM
Pre-AP	English	
Pre-AP DL Geometry	
Pre-AP DL Biology
AP	Human	Geography
Spanish	(PAP	5)
DL or	DC	Speech/Health
DL Principles	of	Engineering
Elective:



Sample	10th Grade	Schedule
Grade	10:

Pre-AP	English	2

Pre-AP	DL Algebra	2

Pre-AP	DL Chemistry

AP	or	DC	World	History

Spanish	(AP	5)

Robotics

Elective:	(Fine	Arts)

Elective:

Grade	10	DL /	STEM	/	AP	Capstone
Pre-AP	English	2
Pre-AP	DL Algebra	2
Pre-AP	DL Chemistry
AP	or	DC	World	History
Elective	(Technology	or	Fine	Arts)
Elective:	OnRamps	Computer	
Science	or		Engineering,	Robotics	or	
Science	
Elective:



4-Year	Schedule	Sample
Grade	9
English	1

Geometry	

Biology

Geography

Spanish				OR	
Speech/Health

Technology

Elective

Elective

Grade	10:

English	2

Algebra	2

Chemistry

World	History

Spanish	

Elective:	(Fine	Arts)

Elective:	(P.E.	or	
Speech/Health

Elective

Grade	11:
English	3	

Science

Pre	Cal

US	History

Elective

Elective

Elective

Elective

Grade	12:
AP	English	4

Cal	AB

Cal	BC	(or	Elective)

AP	or	DC	Govt.	and	
Econ.

4th Year	Science

Elective

Elective

Elective



Frequently	Asked	Questions
Algebra--Double	blocked	(every	day)

Languages	Other	Than	English--Not	required	to	start	with	Spanish	1
Fine	Arts--Orchestra,	Jazz	band,	Art,	Choir,	Guitar,	Piano

PE	requirements--PE,	Aerobics,	Marching	Band,	ROTC,	or	Major	Sports



El	Paso	High	School	Experience
• Small	school	environment								(family	
atmosphere)

• Opportunity	for	everyone	to	be	involved	

• Dedicated	teachers	and	staff

• Success	for	all	students

• Supportive	school	culture	focused	on	
respect

• Rich	in	history	and	tradition

• National	Registry	of	Historic	Places



El	Paso	High	School	Experience
• Dual	Language	Magnet

• STEM	Academy

• AP	Capstone

• Technology	and	Innovation

• Award-winning	Fine	Arts

• College	readiness	opportunities

• Community	partnerships	and			
connections





Skill	Development
Discipline	

Organization	

Time	management	

Working	through	difficulties	

Test	taking	skills

Opportunity	to	expand	exposure

Focus	on	growth	and	learning	– Journey	vs.	Outcome

Communication	is	key



After	El	Paso	High…	
Harvard
Princeton
Yale
Dartmouth
U.	Penn
Columbia
Duke
Brandeis
Boston	Univ.
Brown
Vassar
NYU

Johns	Hopkins

UC	Berkley
UC	San	Diego
St.	John’s
Pace	University
Baylor
Loyola
Marymount	
UT	Austin	
(Plan	II,	Liberal	Arts	
Honors,	Deans	
Scholars)

Texas	A&M	@	
Galveston
Cal	Tech
Texas	A&M	
UT	San	Antonio
UT	El	Paso
St.	Mary’s	
Johnson	and	
Wales
Univ.	of	Arizona
U	of	Houston

UT	San	Antonio

Hollins U
U	of	Denver
U	of	North	Texas
NMSU
St.	Edwards
Boston	College

Boston	U

California	Institute	
of	Technology

Georgetown

Rensselaer	
Polytechnic	Institute



2013
2014
2015
2016

National	Merit	
Scholars
National	

Hispanic	Merit	
Scholars

Gates	Millennium	Scholars

2016
2017
2018	
2019



El	Paso	High	School	Graduates	average

$12	million	
in	scholarships	every	year	



Questions?

Comments?


